
	Nelson Teacher Education Lesson Plan Template
This lesson plan template aligns with Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS), and College, Career, and Military Readiness (CCMR) standards to support pre-service teachers in creating inclusive, effective lessons for Texas classrooms. It ensures compliance with IDEA and Section 504, emphasizing proactive planning and evidence-based practices for all students, including those with disabilities, while preparing them for post-secondary success.


	Teacher:
	
	Date:


	Grade Level/Subject:
	e.g., 4th Grade/Math, High School/ELAR

	Unit/Lesson Title/Topic:
	e.g. Unit-Fractions
Title-Multiplying Fractions


	TEKS/ELPS/CCRS/Technology Applications 
(T-TESS1.1, 2.1)
	· Include all of the following for the grade level identified:
· TEKS-Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
· ELPS-English Language Proficiency Standards
· CCRS-College and Career Readiness Standards
· Technology Application TEKS

	Objectives/Student Learning Outcome(s)
(T-TESS 1.1, 2.1, 2.5)

	· Manageable and Measurable (formal or informal assessments)
· Observable
· Aligned to identified TEKS

	Language Objective(s)
	· Identify the language use for learning, especially for ELLs, aligned with ELPS.
· Measurable, observable and aligned to ELPS

	Activating Prior Knowledge
(T-TESS 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3)
	Key Vocabulary
(T-TESS 1.1, 2.2)

	Duration: e.g. 3-5 minutes
· Engaging activity that piques students’ interest
· Examples: Oral statement, review activity, game, board work, appropriate technology application, introduction to the lesson, pre-assessment, etc.

	
Tier 2 (Academic Words): 
Tier 3 (Content-Specific Words):

Identify key vocabulary that will be addressed in this lesson.

List strategies you will use to embed vocabulary words into your instruction.


	Instructional Planning Instructions
(T-TESS 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5)

FOR EACH SECTION BELOW, DIRECT INSTRUCTION, GUIDED PRACTICE, & INDEPENDENT PRACTICE, PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING:

A. Lesson Scripting: Provide a script of what you will say for all procedures, activities, explanations, and transitions between each of the following lesson components: Explicit Instruction, Modeling, Guided Practice, and Independent Practice. 
B.  Materials and Resources: Include any materials, resources, video/internet links, pictures, technology apps, etc. that will be used throughout your lesson.  
C. Technology Integration:  True technology integration results in student creativity, innovation, collaboration, communication, research, information fluency, critical thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, digital citizenship, and technology operations and concepts. These concepts should be embedded throughout your lesson, support the learning objective, and engage students in the learning process. 

	Direct Instruction
Duration: e.g. 10-15 minutes

· Objective Connections: Connect the direct instruction to the content and language objectives
· Language Support: Include your vocabulary, vocabulary strategies, and language objective supports
· Technology Integration
· Provide visual or sensory support related to the lesson. 
· Provide an oral model. 
· Provide pictures, maps, charts, dramatizations, demonstrations of process
· Integrate multicultural and student-centered components. 
· Frequent checks for understanding (individual and/or groups) 
· Provide explanations, descriptions, examples, visuals, etc. of what is to be learned while checking for student understanding throughout the instruction. 


	Guided Practice
Duration: e.g. 15-20 minutes
· Collaborative Tasks: Describe collaborative tasks with teacher support, incorporating evidence-based skills and strategies 
· Scaffolding: Detail supports (e.g., sentence starters, graphic organizers) for diverse learners.
· What initial practice of lesson skill or the follow-up activity, under direct supervision of the teacher will be used? 
· Requires observations of students to determine if they can do what is required. Implies that remediation and re-teaching are planned where frequent students errors occur. 
· Could include peer discussion, group work, learning centers 


	Independent Practice

	Duration: e.g. 10-15 minutes
· Tasks for mastery: Describe the task or evaluation methods to assess learning. Ensure the tasks match the content and language objectives. 
· What practice of the skill concept of the lesson, without direct adult supervision will take place, when appropriate? 


	Closure 
(T-TESS 1.1, 1.4)

	Duration: e.g. 5-10 minutes

A strong closure can improve retention by up to 20-30% (based on educational research like that from Robert Marzano), make your teaching more impactful, and help with classroom management. Adapt for diverse learners—e.g., visual aids for visual learners or verbal recaps for auditory ones. For younger students, make it more interactive; for older ones, more reflective. Don't introduce new content, rush through without student input, or let it devolve into off-topic chatter. If the lesson runs long, prioritize assessment over everything else.

Any activity that supports the learning objective, sums up the learning process. 
Connect the learning back to the lesson objective. 
· Exit ticket
· Summary statement
· Questioning
· Reflection on learning
· Assessment (formal or informal)
· Statement of continuance of learning


	Assessment and Evaluation
(T-TESS 1.2, 1.4, 2.1, 2.4, 2.5)

	Assessment must be measurable and relate back to the objective.  **Include any assessment materials or links that will be used to assess knowledge.

Formative Assessment: Ongoing checks for understanding. 
Summative Assessment: Evaluate mastery of content
Language Objective Assessment for ELLs: Include specifics of how you will assess language development based upon the identified language objectives and ELPS.

Assessment materials may include, but not limited to:
· formal or informal assessments 
· student work samples
· teacher observations
· classroom discussion
· exit tickets
· teacher/student conference
· performance/skill-based testing


	Differentiation
(T-TESS 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5)

	Changes to content and performance expectations, or assessment of learning, to meet individual needs. Differentiation may occur in the following areas:
· Content
· Process
· Products
· Learning Environment
Accommodations vs. Modifications: Accommodations maintain expectations (e.g., extended time); modifications change tasks/outcomes.
· Include differentiation for each of the following areas: 

English Language Learners (ELLs):
Gifted and Talented (GT):
Below Grade Level/Other at-risk students, i.e. students with disabilities, 504 plans, etc.:





