Nelson Teacher Education Lesson Plan Template 
This lesson plan template is designed to align with Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) standards, English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS), and College, Career, and Military Readiness (CCMR) standards to support pre-service teachers in creating effective, inclusive lessons for Texas classrooms. It includes all necessary components for planning, delivering, and assessing instruction while preparing students for post-secondary success.

Lesson Plan Information
· Teacher Name: [Your Name]
· Grade Level: [e.g., 4th Grade, High School]
· Subject: [e.g., Mathematics, English Language Arts]
· Lesson Title/Topic: [e.g., Multiplying Fractions, Analyzing Poetry]
· Date: [e.g., MM/DD/YYYY]
· Duration: [e.g., 50 minutes, 90 minutes]
· Unit: [e.g., Fractions, American Literature]

Standards
· TEKS Standards: List the specific Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) standards addressed in the lesson. Include the standard number and description.
Example: 
· 4.3(B): Solve problems involving multiplication of fractions and mixed numbers. 
· ELAR.10.4(F): Analyze how literary devices contribute to meaning in poetry.
· ELPS Standards (English Language Proficiency Standards): Include relevant ELPS for English Language Learners (ELLs).
Example: 
· ELPS 2(C): Develop basic sight vocabulary and listening comprehension.
· College, Career, and Military Readiness (CCMR) Standards: Identify CCMR outcomes addressed in the lesson, focusing on skills that prepare students for college, career, or military pathways. Reference TEA’s CCMR indicators (e.g., career-ready skills, critical thinking, industry-based certifications).
Example: 
· CCMR Outcome: Demonstrate problem-solving skills applicable to real-world scenarios (e.g., budgeting with fractions for career readiness). 
· CCMR Outcome: Develop analytical writing skills for college-level coursework (e.g., poetry analysis essays). 
· CCMR Outcome: Practice collaboration and communication skills for workplace or military team environments (e.g., group discussions).
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: TEKS outline what students should know and be able to do; find them at tea.texas.gov. ELPS support ELLs and are required. CCMR standards ensure students are post-secondary ready by emphasizing skills like critical thinking, communication, and technical abilities. Review TEA’s CCMR Framework (available on the TEA website) to align lessons with college, career, or military pathways. Ensure standards are specific and measurable.

Objectives
· Learning Objective(s): State what students will know or be able to do by the end of the lesson using measurable verbs (e.g., solve, analyze, write). Align objectives with TEKS and CCMR.
Example: 
· Students will solve multiplication problems involving fractions with 80% accuracy, applying skills to real-world budgeting scenarios (CCMR: career readiness). 
· Students will analyze a poem’s theme using at least two literary devices, preparing for college-level writing (CCMR: college readiness).
· Language Objective(s): Specify how students will use language to demonstrate learning (especially for ELLs).
Example: 
· Students will explain their problem-solving steps in writing using mathematical vocabulary, practicing professional communication (CCMR: workplace skills). 
· Students will discuss poetic devices in small groups using sentence stems, building teamwork skills (CCMR: military readiness).
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Objectives should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound). Use Bloom’s Taxonomy verbs (e.g., create, evaluate) for rigor. Incorporate CCMR by connecting objectives to post-secondary skills (e.g., problem-solving for careers, analysis for college). Language objectives support ELLs and align with ELPS.

Materials and Resources
· List all materials needed for the lesson, including technology, handouts, manipulatives, and texts.
Example: 
· Whiteboard, markers 
· Fraction manipulatives (fraction bars, circles) 
· Poem anthology, graphic organizers 
· Projector for displaying examples
· Technology Integration: Specify any technology used, including tools that support CCMR skills (e.g., career-related software, college prep platforms).
Example: 
· Use Kahoot for formative assessment. 
· Google Slides for direct instruction visuals. 
· Career exploration tool (e.g., Texas Career Check) for real-world connections.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Prepare materials in advance and have backups (e.g., printed handouts if tech fails). Ensure technology is accessible and tested. For CCMR, consider tools that expose students to career or college resources (e.g., online simulations, industry-related apps).

Lesson Introduction (Engage/Hook)
· Duration: [e.g., 5-10 minutes]
· Description: Describe an engaging activity or question to capture student interest, connect to prior knowledge, and introduce CCMR relevance.
Example: 
· Show a real-world scenario (e.g., splitting a pizza into fractions for a catering business) and ask, “How can we divide this equally to manage costs?” (CCMR: career readiness). 
· Read a short, dramatic poem aloud and ask, “How might analyzing this help you in a college literature course?” (CCMR: college readiness).
· Connection to Objective: Explain how the hook relates to the lesson’s goals and CCMR.
Example: 
· This activity introduces fraction multiplication and its application in budgeting for careers. 
· This hook activates prior knowledge of literary devices and connects to college-level analysis.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: The introduction should be short, engaging, and relevant. Use visuals, stories, or career/college connections to spark curiosity. Ensure cultural relevance to connect with diverse students and tie to CCMR outcomes.

Direct Teaching (I Do)
· Duration: [e.g., 10-15 minutes]
· Description: Outline how you will explicitly teach the lesson’s content, incorporating CCMR skills (e.g., critical thinking, professional communication). Include modeling, explanations, and key vocabulary.
Example: 
· Model solving a fraction multiplication problem step-by-step on the board, using think-alouds (e.g., “I multiply numerators, then denominators”) and relating to a career budgeting task. 
· Define and display literary devices (e.g., metaphor, imagery) and annotate a poem to show their use, emphasizing analytical skills for college essays.
· Key Vocabulary: List and define terms introduced or reviewed, including CCMR-related terms (e.g., industry-specific vocabulary).
Example: 
· Numerator, denominator, product, budget 
· Metaphor, imagery, theme, analysis
· Checks for Understanding: Describe how you’ll assess student comprehension during direct teaching (e.g., questioning, thumbs-up/down).
Example: 
· Ask, “What’s the first step in multiplying fractions for a catering budget?” 
· Use a quick poll: “Which device is used here: metaphor or simile?”
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Be clear and concise. Use visuals, examples, and repetition. Model the exact process students will follow, emphasizing CCMR skills like problem-solving or analysis. Monitor engagement and adjust pacing.

Guided Practice (We Do)
· Duration: [e.g., 15-20 minutes]
· Description: Describe activities where students practice the skill with teacher support, incorporating CCMR skills (e.g., collaboration, technical skills). Include collaborative or scaffolded tasks.
Example: 
· In pairs, students solve fraction problems on whiteboards, simulating a team budgeting task, with teacher circulating to provide feedback. 
· In small groups, students annotate a poem section, guided by a checklist, practicing collaborative analysis for college prep.
· Scaffolding: Explain how you’ll support students (e.g., sentence starters, graphic organizers).
Example: 
· Provide a fraction multiplication template (numerator × numerator / denominator × denominator). 
· Offer sentence stems: “This metaphor compares ___ to ___ because ___.”
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Guided practice bridges direct teaching and independent work. Provide clear instructions, monitor progress, and offer feedback. Ensure tasks align with objectives and CCMR outcomes (e.g., teamwork for military readiness).

Independent Practice (You Do)
· Duration: [e.g., 10-15 minutes]
· Description: Describe tasks students complete independently to demonstrate mastery, reflecting CCMR skills.
Example: 
· Students complete a worksheet with 5 fraction multiplication problems, including a career-based word problem (e.g., calculating material costs). 
· Students write a paragraph analyzing a poem’s theme, citing two literary devices, formatted for college-level writing.
· Assessment: Explain how you’ll evaluate independent work (e.g., rubric, checklist).
Example: 
· Worksheet graded for accuracy (80% mastery). 
· Paragraph scored using a rubric for evidence and clarity.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Independent practice should match the lesson’s rigor, objectives, and CCMR goals. Ensure tasks are achievable but challenging. Collect work to assess understanding.

Closure
· Duration: [e.g., 5-10 minutes]
· Description: Describe how you’ll wrap up the lesson, reinforce learning, connect to future lessons, and highlight CCMR relevance.
Example: 
· Students share one fraction problem they solved and explain how it applies to a career, like event planning. 
· Students write an exit ticket: “Name one literary device and how analyzing it prepares you for college.”
· Connection to Objective: Explain how closure reinforces the lesson’s goals and CCMR.
Example: 
· This reinforces fraction multiplication and its career applications. 
· This solidifies understanding of literary devices’ impact for college readiness.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Closure is critical for retention. Use quick reviews, reflections, or exit tickets. Preview the next lesson and its CCMR connections to build anticipation.

Differentiation for Special Populations
· English Language Learners (ELLs):
Example: 
· Provide bilingual word banks for mathematical and career-related terms. 
· Use visuals and gestures during poetry analysis. 
· Pair ELLs with fluent peers for discussions.
· Students with Disabilities (SWD):
Example: 
· Offer extended time for worksheet completion (per IEP). 
· Provide audio versions of poems for students with reading difficulties. 
· Use larger print or simplified instructions.
· Gifted and Talented (GT):
Example:
· Assign complex fraction word problems requiring multiple steps, tied to career scenarios.
· Task GT students with comparing two poems’ themes in a written response for college prep.
· Other (e.g., 504 Plans, At-Risk Students):
Example:
· Allow frequent breaks for students with attention challenges.
· Provide one-on-one check-ins for at-risk students during guided practice.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Differentiation ensures all students access the content, including CCMR skills. Review IEPs, 504 Plans, and ELPS requirements. Use flexible grouping and varied resources. Consult with special education or ELL coordinators.

Modifications
· For Students with Significant Needs: Describe modifications that alter the lesson’s expectations or delivery (e.g., reduced workload, alternative assessments).
Example:
· Students with severe dyscalculia use manipulatives instead of written problems for career tasks.
· Students with expressive language disorders orally explain poetic devices instead of writing.
· Accommodations vs. Modifications: Note that accommodations (e.g., extended time) maintain the same expectations, while modifications change the task or outcome.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Modifications are specific to IEPs or 504 Plans. Ensure they align with legal requirements and maintain student dignity. Document modifications for compliance.

Assessment and Evaluation
· Formative Assessment: Describe ongoing checks for understanding during the lesson, including CCMR skills.
Example:
· Thumbs-up/down during direct teaching on career applications.
· Group discussion responses during guided practice on collaboration.
· Summative Assessment: Describe how you’ll evaluate overall mastery, including CCMR readiness (e.g., quiz, project).
Example:
· Fraction multiplication quiz with career-based problems at unit’s end.
· Poetry analysis essay submitted next week, formatted for college standards.
· Feedback Plan: Explain how students will receive feedback.
Example:
· Verbal feedback during guided practice.
· Written comments on worksheets within two days.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Assessments must align with objectives, TEKS, and CCMR. Use varied methods (e.g., quizzes, discussions) to capture student progress. Provide timely, specific feedback.

Classroom Management Strategies
· Expectations: Outline clear behavioral expectations, including those that foster CCMR skills like professionalism.
Example:
· Raise hands to speak during direct teaching.
· Stay on task during group work to practice teamwork.
· Procedures: Describe routines for transitions, materials, or activities.
Example:
· Signal (e.g., bell) to transition from guided to independent practice.
· Assign group roles (e.g., scribe, speaker) for poetry discussions.
· Positive Reinforcement: Explain how you’ll encourage positive behavior, including CCMR-related behaviors.
Example:
· Praise specific actions (e.g., “Great job collaborating like a professional!”).
· Award class points for teamwork.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Strong classroom management prevents disruptions and supports CCMR skills like communication. Establish routines early, be consistent, and build relationships. Use proactive strategies like proximity control.

Reflection (Post-Lesson)
· What Worked Well: [To be completed after teaching] Reflect on successful strategies, including CCMR integration.
· Areas for Improvement: [To be completed after teaching] Note challenges or adjustments needed, especially for CCMR.
· Student Outcomes: [To be completed after teaching] Summarize assessment data, student engagement, and CCMR skill development.
· Next Steps: [To be completed after teaching] Plan how to address gaps or extend learning, including CCMR goals.
Guidance for Pre-Service Teachers: Reflection is key to growth. Be honest about what worked and what didn’t. Use data (e.g., exit tickets, quiz scores) to inform future lessons and CCMR integration.

Additional Notes for Pre-Service Teachers
· Lesson Pacing: Plan for flexibility. If students need more time on CCMR activities, adjust by shortening independent practice or closure.
· Cultural Responsiveness: Incorporate diverse perspectives (e.g., poems from various cultures, career examples relevant to students’ communities) to support CCMR inclusivity.
· CCMR Integration: Connect lessons to real-world applications (e.g., industry scenarios, college prep tasks) to meet TEA’s CCMR goals. Explore TEA’s CCMR resources for ideas.
· Collaboration: Work with mentors, special education staff, or career and technical education (CTE) coordinators to refine CCMR alignment.
· TEA Compliance: Ensure your lesson aligns with district curriculum guides, TEKS, ELPS, and CCMR requirements. Check for required components (e.g., accommodations, career connections).
· Professionalism: Submit lesson plans on time, use professional language, and seek feedback from supervisors.


